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Celebrating 25 years of protecting the Potomac River and the 
wild lands, endless streams, and communities we treasure.

POTOMAC CONSERVANCY    1993-2018 POTOMAC CONSERVANCY    1993-2018 
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Concerned by the  
loss of riverside forest, 
the Canoe Cruisers 
Association forms 
the Potomac Gorge 
Preservation Council 
– the predecessor to 
Potomac Conservancy.

The Catalogue for 
Philanthropy recognizes 
Potomac Conservancy 
as one of Washington, 
DC’s best nonprofits, a 
distinction we still hold 
today. (2005-2018)

Potomac Conservancy 
is incorporated in 
Maryland as a  
nonprofit organization 
on August 24, 1993. 

Potomac Conservancy 
releases the first State of 
the Nation’s River report 
and grades the river’s 
health a D+.

Potomac Conservancy 
places its first 
conservation easement 
on Minnehaha Island, 
donated by the Midriver 
Club. We now hold 81 
conservation easements 
throughout the region.

Potomac Conservancy 
and local conservation 
partners help pass two, 
precedent-setting laws 
to protect roadside trees 
and increase the tree 
canopy in Montgomery 
County, Maryland.

The Conservancy 
hosts its first Potomac 
River cleanup with 
over 100 volunteers. 
Since then, more than 
44,000 volunteers have 
donated their time for 
clean water.

The Conservancy 
launches our Paddle the 
Potomac summer series, 
inspiring 1,300 local 
residents to get their 
feet wet and have fun  
on their hometown river.

The Conservancy  
and our allies 
successfully advocate 
for $78 million in state 
funding for Virginia 
farmers, providing 
critical resources for 
best management 
practices that protect 
stream health.

Volunteers attend the 
first annual Growing 
Native seed collection. 
We have donated 41,930 
pounds of native seeds 
to state nurseries for 
future tree plantings.

Potomac Conservancy 
stewards the River 
Center at Lock 8, 
beginning a 15-year 
partnership with the 
C&O Canal National 
Historical Park.

Potomac Conservancy 
purchases White Horse 
Mountain, halting 
construction plans on 
a 1,700-acre riverside 
forest in West Virginia.

Potomac Conservancy 
transfers ownership of 
White Horse Mountain 
to the State of West 
Virginia. The new park 
will open this fall as a 
wildlife management 
and recreation area.

1992 2005
1993 2007

1996 20131999
2014

2016

2001

2015
2018

It’s been said that to know where you’re going, 
you have to know where you’ve been. Take a walk 
down memory lane and discover some important 
moments and milestones that our supporters 
made possible. Thank you!

WHERE 
IT ALL 

STARTED

WHERE 
IT ALL 

STARTED

25 YEARS     91 MILES OF STREAMS PROTECTED     15,000 ACRES OF WILD PLACES CONSERVED     23,000 CLEAN WATER SUPPORTERS25 YEARS     91 MILES OF STREAMS PROTECTED     15,000 ACRES OF WILD PLACES CONSERVED     23,000 CLEAN WATER SUPPORTERS

Photo credits: Woman paddler courtesy 
of Rock Creek Conservancy; Farmer 

courtesy of William MacFarland
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White Horse Mountain – 1,700+ acres of verdant forest on the South Branch of the Potomac  
River – is now yours.

Potomac Conservancy officially protected and transferred White Horse Mountain to the state of  
West Virginia in May 2018. The new park will welcome the public this fall for hiking, bird-watching, 
hunting, and other recreation allowed within the site’s wildlife and conservation goals.

When we bought the mountain from developers back in 2015, it became the single largest land deal 
in our twenty-five-year history. Home to bald eagles, bobcats, and black bears, White Horse supports 
unique habitats, rare plants, and clean water. Its seven miles of streams and springs flow into the South 
Branch and provide clean drinking water to nearby Green Spring and Springfield, West Virginia. 

We thank Janet and Frank Woodson for their vision and determination, and the 300 donors whose 
generous support made this tremendous conservation victory possible.

returning a 
mountain to  

the people

VICTORYVICTORY

P
O

T
O

M
A

C
 C

O
N

S
E

R
V

A
N

C
Y

  
 |

  
 2

0
17

–
2

0
18

 A
N

N
U

A
L 

R
E

P
O

R
T

6 7



P
O

T
O

M
A

C
 C

O
N

S
E

R
V

A
N

C
Y

  
 |

  
 2

0
17

–
2

0
18

 A
N

N
U

A
L 

R
E

P
O

R
T

8 9

A plastic bucket floats down the Potomac River and washes ashore the banks of Theodore 
Roosevelt Island. A volunteer scoops up the litter, keeping it from leeching toxins into our 
drinking water source and breaking down into small pieces that can choke wildlife. Sadly, 
the shorelines of this park, like so many in our region, are plagued with plastic litter.

But the tide is turning. Growing public support for plastic bag fees, Styrofoam bans, and 
efforts to eliminate plastic straws are cutting down on local waste that enters the Potomac 
and Anacostia rivers, and eventually flows downstream to the Chesapeake Bay.

With your support, Potomac Conservancy is doing our part to remove this ubiquitous  
menace from our waterways. Over 44,000 local volunteers have removed 140 tons of  
plastic and trash from our hometown river – enough to fill the US Capitol Dome 53 times.

LOCAL 
ACTION

removing  
harmful plastics 

from local waters

LOCAL 
ACTION
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Stormwater flows downhill from a new construction site and pollutes a nearby stream in Montgomery 
County, Maryland. Stripped bare of trees and vegetation, the site has become the latest hot spot for 
urban runoff – stormwater that carries excess nutrients, sediment, and toxins into local streams.

Potomac Conservancy is determined to prevent this growing threat from undoing decades of progress 
to clean the Potomac River. We promote models of river-friendly development in our area and advocate 
at the local level for streamside forest protections, drinking water safeguards, and nature-based 
solutions for the capture and filtration of stormwater.  

In 2018, over 8,700 activists helped us win legislative victories at the county, state, and federal levels. We 
fought for $130 million for clean water initiatives in Montgomery County, strengthened forest protections 
in Frederick County, and defended $73 million in federal funding for the Chesapeake Bay Program. 

eliminating 
polluted runoff  

at its source 

THE NEXT 
FIGHT

THE NEXT 
FIGHT



Twenty-five years ago, 
it started with a simple 
belief: with relentless 
focus and public action,  
the Potomac River 
could once again thrive.

A community of paddlers rallied 
behind this vision and formed 
Potomac Conservancy, a nonprofit 
entrusted with safeguarding the 
lands and waters of the Potomac 
River for future generations. 

Since our founding in 1993, our 
team has worked tirelessly towards 
this mission. Along the way, we’ve 
expanded the boundaries of our 
conservation work and redefined 
what a local environmental 
movement can achieve.

And while a tough journey lies 
ahead, I am inspired by how far 
we’ve come in the fight for clean 
water and confident about the 
future progress we will make.

At our founding, the Potomac 
River’s health was in crisis. Parents 
warned children to avoid touching 
the river, and those exposed to it 
were administered shots. Algae 
blooms formed expansive dead 
zones. Native fish were dying off, 
and bald eagles hadn’t been seen  
in the area for forty years.

The Potomac – the river upon  
which our nation’s capital was  
built – was publically deemed  
a national disgrace.

This grim past stands in sharp 
contrast to the remarkable 
comeback the river is  
experiencing today. 

Thanks to your generous support, 
and the efforts of countless 
partners, our hometown river is 
finally on the road to recovery. 
Pollution is on the decline, shad and 
bald eagles are returning, and more 
people than ever are enjoying the 
outdoors along the Potomac River.

It’s a huge step forward, but there’s 
work left to do. 

Polluted runoff and diluted 
sewage assault local waters. Rapid 
deforestation destroys streams and 
wildlife habitats. Anglers can’t eat 
their catch, and children can’t safely 
splash in streams after it rains.

The Potomac River is not yet 
thriving. And so our work continues.

Amidst growing threats to 
environmental protections, our 
local clean water initiatives have 
never been more important.

Your continued support for 
Potomac Conservancy in our 25th 
Anniversary year and beyond will 
empower us to expand into new 
communities and accelerate the 
impact of our conservation and 
advocacy work in the coming years! 

Thank you for leading our 
movement and for your continued 
trust as we make the Potomac a 
healthy and thriving river once more. 

potomac leadership 
council
$10,000+

Donald and Anne Ayer
Alain Cohen
Wes and Betty Foster
Jessie Harris and George 

Cunningham
Laura Healy Hoffman
Sheldon and Audrey Katz
Stephanie and Robert Meeks
Nancy Merrill
Helen Morrison
Georgia and John Nassikas
Dick and Nancy Raines
Lex and Chrissie Sant
Scherzer Family 
Chuck Veatch
Lawrence and Kim Weinberg
Janet Woodson

potomac guardians
$5,000 - $9,999

Sunny and Bill Alsup
Wesley Callender and 

M. Patricia Davis
Mark Cohen and Leigh Scott
Sally Davidson
Heidi and John Fahey 
Jason Green and Valeria Piñerio
Laura and Rob Griffen
Kristen Grimm and David Dreher
Robert and Tricia Pinkard
Rafe and Lenore Pomerance

for protecting the potomac!
Potomac Conservancy depends on your generous 
support to carry out our local clean water initiatives. 
We give special recognition to the listed donors who 
contributed an annual gift of $1,000 or more from 
October 2016 through June 2018. 

Jay Powell and Elissa Leonard
Harry Rauner
Susan and Charles Scyphers
Simon and Nancy Sidamon-Eristoff
T. Eugene and Joan Smith
Devereux and James Socas
Aaron Stopak
Patricia A. Taylor
David and Ann Warner
Mary Weinmann
Judy Whalley and Henry Otto

potomac protector 
society 
$1,000 - $4,999

Anonymous (4)
Daniel and Karin Akerson
Bentley Andrews
S. Decker Anstrom and 

Sherron Hiemstra
Paul and Catherine Armington
Ben Arthur and Julia Deneva
Marilyn Ayres
Joshua and Jill Baker
William Barrett
Klemens and Charlotte Barth
Dorrance and Susan Belin
Shelley and Mark Betts
Blake Biles and Laura Sessums
James Bodner
Peter and Victoria Gray Bross
R. Edwin and Winsome Brown
Steve and Laura Nagan Brown

Bill and Heidi Bumpers
Barbara Burst
Julia Cain and Robin Reed
Ellen Cherniavsky
Holly and Andrew Clubok
Marcella and Neil Cohen
Heleny Cook and Dick Hall
Jerome Cramer
Susan Crudgington
Bill Davin
Ray Dinterman
John and Linda Donovan
Daniel and Karen DuVal
Paul and Susan Edmondson
William Eichbaum and Sarah Fox
Robert and Debra Ekman
Richard and Diana England
Sam and Sara Feder
Gregory Ferenbach and 

Victoria Ruttenberg
Charles and Lisa Claudy Fleischman
John Froemming
Leonard Gail and Robin Steans
John D. and Arlene Gavitt
Susan Ginsburg
Andrew and Helene Glick
Brent and Lisa Goldstein
Burr and Fiona Gray
Susan Gutchess and Helen Ingalls
Corbin and Pamela Gwaltney
Paul Hagen and Christine Jahnke
Nancy D. Hall
Randy Hayman
Clint and Chris Hogbin
Ken Howard and Nellie Liang
Betsy Huffman
Robert Hurley and Heather Wicke
Carolyn and Bill Ingersoll
Kenneth and Deborah Jaffe
Gary Knipling
Burks Lapham
Anne and Curtis Large
Jay and Debra Lawyer
Michael Lefever and Michele Pecora
Sheldon and Katie Leggett
Tracey and Dennis Liberson
Joseph Lipscomb and Laura Will
James McDonald and Andrea Keller

Allan and Darina McKelvie
G. Tracy and Mary Falk Mehan
Kenny and Elizabeth Mendez
John Mentis
John Mueller and Celeste Szewczyk
James Norton
Susan and Abner Notkins
John Nutter and Cullen Phillips
George Ohrstrom, II
Ellen and Daryl Owen
Mamie Parker
Geoff Patterson
Mary Dwyer and Joseph Pembroke
Frank Pisch
Peter Prominski
Thomas Queen
Cary Ridder and David Alberswerth
Jack and Judy Riggs
William and Donna Roberts
Michael Rolband
Steve Schaumberg
Deborah Schumann
Stephan Schwartzman
Kathryn and Peter Scudera
J. Peter Segall and Deborah Bumbaugh
Virginia and Jonathan Shames
W. Jeffry Shipp and Susan Shipp
Greg Singleton
Carol Ann and Scott Smallwood
Richard and Julie Smith
David Smith and Ilene Weinreich
Jennifer Steans and James Kastenholz
Harrison and Lois Steans
Randa Steblez
Mary Ann Stein
Bert and Amy Swain
Philip Tabas and Helen Hooper
Corey and Keri Tiani
William and Sarah Vasse
Susan Waldrop
Ralph Wall
Jack and Ruth Ellen Wennersten
Brian Williams
Craig Williams
Bruce Wilson and Lisa Westfall
Rebecca Wodder and James Van Erden
John D. Wolken
Dorothy M. and Ken Woodcock
George Wyeth and Julie Greenberg

institutional funders
Anonymous (2)
360 Live Media
Alice Shaver Foundation
Altria Client Services 
APT Charities
Aronson Foundation
Artisan Builders
Backyard Bounty
Bancroft Foundation
Beveridge and Diamond, PC
BOWA Builders, Inc.
Brody Family Foundation
Campbell Foundation 
Capitol Office Solutions
Carlson Family Foundation
Chesapeake Bay Trust
Commonwealth of Virginia
Compass Group
Conservation Alliance
CoStar Group
Cunningham Quill Architects PPLC
Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation
Delaplaine Foundation, Inc. 
Dominion Electric Supply Co., Inc. 
Dunn Foundation
Emanuel and Anna Weinstein Foundation
Ethel Cox Marden Charitable Foundation
Fairfax Water
Gelman, Rosenberg and Freedman
George L. Shields Foundation, Inc. 
George Wasserman Family Foundation
Great Lakes Brewing Company
Guest Services, Inc.
Harman Cain Family Foundation
Harold M. and Adeline S. Morrison 

Family Foundation
Healy Foundation
Henry Foundation
Host Hotels and Resorts, Inc. 
JBG Smith
Jewel Foundation
Jocelyn G. Gutchess Fund of the New 

Hampshire Charitable Foundation
Lester Poretsky Family Foundation
Little River United Church of Christ
Mars Foundation
Maryland DNR
Maryland State Highway Administration

Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.
Merrill Foundation, Inc. 
MOM’s Organic Market
Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation
Mountain View Brewery
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
National Park Service
National Wild Turkey Federation
Nauti Foods, Inc. 
Neall Family Charitable Foundation
New Belgium Brewing
Northrop Grumman
Oberon Associates
Ohrstrom Foundation
Outside Ventures LLC
Patagonia
Pepco, an Exelon Company
Peterson Family Foundation
PN Hoffman
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
Potomac Riverboat Company
Prince Charitable Trusts
R. Edwin and Winsome S. Brown Foundation
REI Co-op
Revere Bank
Richard E. and Nancy P. Marriott Foundation
Rodeph Sholom School
Salamander Hospitality
Sheldon and Audrey Katz Foundation, Inc. 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Parish
The Point at Silver Spring Apartments
Tortuga Foundation
Venable LLP
Virginia Environmental Endowment
Volgenau Foundation
Walter W. and Catharine Prentiss 

Plummer Endowment Fund
Western Presbyterian Church
Wetland Studies and Solutions Inc.
Whitehead Foundation, Inc. 
Wyss Foundation

volunteer leaders
Brian Cipperly 
Monika Hartsel

white horse mountain
Thank you to the more than 300 donors 
who gave generously to save White Horse 
Mountain, celebrated on pages 6-7.

THANK YOUTHANK YOU

potomac protector society
$1,000 - $4,999

potomac guardians
$5,000 - $9,999

potomac leadership council
$10,000 AND MORE

Find fun and philanthropy with a leadership-level donation 
of $1,000 or more. Leadership givers make a high-impact 
investment in clean water and enjoy exclusive invitations 

to special events, outdoor experiences, and learning 
opportunities throughout the year. Please consider  

joining us with leadership-level support.

We give our heartfelt thanks to friend and local artist, 
William MacFarland, for providing the beautiful 
photography found on pages 2-3; 6-7; and 10-11.

enjoy bill's portfolio AT macfarlandphoto.net

LEADERSHIP
become a 

LEADERSHIP

GIVERGIVER

Hedrick Belin, President
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40+30+7+1+20+1+1+K
2017-2018 financial statements

REVENUE

l Individuals	 $	 629,603

l Foundations	 $	 474,024

l Corporations	 $	 108,938

l Stewardship	 $	 7,100

l Government	 $	 328,228

l Investment Income (Loss)	 $	  8,530

l In-kind Contributions	 $	  16,409

Total Revenue	 $	   1,572,831

EXPENSES

CONSERVATION & OUTREACH PROGRAMS

l Land Protection	 $	   171,909 

l Public Policy	 $	   202,699 

l Community Conservation	 $	  566,873 

l Communications	 $	   173,242 

Total Programs	 $	  1,114,724 

SUPPORT SERVICES

l General & Administrative	 $	   77,637 

l Fundraising	 $	   235,606 

Total Support Services	 $	   313,242 

Total Expenses	 $	  1,427,966 

Excess (Deficiency) of 	 $    	  144,865  
Revenue over Expenses                       �

Potomac Conservancy 
is a registered 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization and 
all contributions are tax 
deductible. Our Federal 
Tax Identification Number 
is 52-1842501.

View Potomac Conservancy’s  
latest audited financial statements  

at www.potomac.org/financials. 

The Potomac River is one of the most scenic, recreational, and biologically diverse 
rivers in the world, even as it passes through the nation’s capital.  This area is lucky 

to have such a river, and we are all lucky to have Potomac Conservancy to protect it.
REBECCA WODDER  |  LONGTIME SUPPORTER AND PRESIDENT OF AMERICAN RIVERS (1995-2011)

Make a contribution in a way that 
best meets your philanthropic goals.  
Visit potomac.org/donate or call  
301-608-1188 to speak with 
a member of our team.

WAYS TO GIVEWAYS TO GIVE

Mail Your Gift or Donate Online
Mail your contribution using the envelope 
in this report, or contribute today by 
visiting potomac.org/donate.

Monthly Sustainer Giving
Increase your impact with a monthly gift and provide 
year-round support for local water initiatives. You can 
start, change, or stop your donation at any time.

Give In Honor or In Tribute
Celebrate a milestone, mark a special occasion, 
or honor a loved one with a tribute gift. 

Gifts of Stock
Donating stock, mutual funds, bonds, or retirement 
distributions is a tax-wise way to make a lasting 
contribution to our region’s lands and waters.

Make a Legacy Gift
Include Potomac Conservancy in your will, 
living trust, or retirement account. Your funds 
remain in your control during your lifetime 
and you can modify your gift at any time.

Christopher James,  
Whippletree Photography

Instagram @whippletree

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR AUGUST 1, 2017 THROUGH JULY 31, 2018.

Larry Weinberg, Chair  
BOWA

Rebecca Wodder, Vice Chair

Jason Green, Treasurer 
MOSAICO MANAGEMENT

Mamie Parker, Secretary 
MA PARKER AND ASSOCIATES

Hedrick Belin 
PRESIDENT

Katie Blackman 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY CONSERVATION

Melissa Diemand 
SR. DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

Mindy Kania 
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE

Mary Vasse 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Caitlin Wall 
MD/DC POLICY DIRECTOR

Kyaira Ware 
COMMUNITY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATE

Emily Warner 
SR. DIRECTOR OF LAND CONSERVATION

your clean water team

Donald Ayer 
JONES DAY

William Eichbaum 
WORLD WILDLIFE 
FUND

Heidi Fahey Laura Griffen 
ATTORNEY

Kristen Grimm 
SPITFIRE STRATEGIES

Randy Hayman 
BEVERIDGE & 
DIAMOND, PC

Sheldon Leggett 
EKKO TITLE

Kenny Mendez 
ASTHMA & ALLERGY 
FOUNDATION OF 
AMERICA

Helen Morrison  
ERNST & YOUNG

Georgia Nassikas 
ARTIST

Devereux Socas Philip Tabas 
THE NATURE 
CONSERVANCY

Workplace Giving 
Contact your employer to start workplace giving, 
benefit from a match program, or participate in the 
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC number 44786).

Donor Advised Funds and IRA Gifts
For those over 70 ½, you may direct a gift from a tax-
deferred saving account’s required minimum distribution 
(IRA or 401k) as a tax-saving way to contribute.
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Cover photo credits:  
Otter courtesy of Derek Drudge; 
Paddlers courtesy of Annie Riker.

12+14+40+12+5+17+K
revenue

expenses
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Potomac Conservancy 
8403 Colesville Road 
Suite 805 
Silver Spring, MD 20910AND HELP

VOLUNTEERVOLUNTEER

Get your hands dirty for  
clean water with Team Potomac!

Join us at our next cleanup and remove litter from a 
local park along the Potomac River. It’s a great way to 
get outdoors, have fun with your friends, and make a 

difference in the fight for clean water. Volunteers of all 
ages are welcome at our events throughout the year.

Volunteer today! Sign up and we’ll let you know  
about upcoming volunteer opportunities at

potomac.org/act-local

protect the potomac!


