
landowners develop a plan based on their priorities and 
find the technical and financial resources to make those 
plans a reality. 

Being very familiar with how federal and state 
conservation assistance programs work, I can show you 
how to use them to achieve your goals for your land. You, 
like many people, may find the multitude of program 
options a bit overwhelming. If you do, it’s my job to 
help you work through all these details—whether it’s 
creating a conservation plan, explaining how a practice 

works, or walking you 
through the process of 
applying for cost-share 
assistance.

If you are 
considering using my 
time and expertise, at 
no cost to you, give 
me a call and we can 
decide if this free 
service makes sense for 
you. 

You can always 
benefit from visiting 
with me, even if it’s 
just for the reassurance 

that you’re already doing the right thing for your land 
and other resources. 

I am available nights and weekends as well as 
during regular business hours. Contact me today at 
540.903.8947 or email: northernneckjoe@gmail.com!

- Joe Thompson

If you own farmland in portions of Carroll, 
Frederick, or Washington County Maryland (see map, 
page 3), but don’t live on that land, you now have a new, 
free service that’s being offered for a limited time by the 
Potomac Conservancy in cooperation with your local 
Soil Conservation District. 

The service is one-on-one consultation concerning 
the natural resources on your farm. My name is Joe 
Thompson, and if you choose to take advantage of this 
new program, I look forward to talking with you as your 
landowner advisor. 

My job is to work 
individually with land-
owners who do not actively 
farm the land they own.  I 
help connect them with the 
resources they need to meet 
their goals for their land.

I have over 30 years 
of experience in the 
field of natural resources 
conservation.  My career 
began with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, where 
I worked with landowners on both coasts of the country. 
In Oregon and California, and then later in Nevada, my 
work emphasized grazing management, wildlife habitat, 
fisheries enhancement, and water quality improvements, 
including stream restorations. More recently, in the 
Piedmont of Virginia, I worked with farmers to plan 
and implement a wide variety of conservation practices 
to protect their land and improve water resources.

After my retirement I’ve continued my work in 
conservation by consulting with landowners to help 
them realize their dreams and goals for their land. I help 

Conservation
Connections SPRING 2012

Conservation Question? Ask your new Landowner Advisor!

Because healthy lands translate to healthy rivers, 
the Conservancy is beginning a new effort to reach out 
to non-operator landowners and connect them with 
information and financial resources available to help 
them maintain and improve the natural resources on 
their land.

Currently, more than 40 percent of the agricultural 
land in Maryland is owned by people who either don’t 
live on their land or don’t operate their farmland. The 
purpose of our program is to better assist landowners 
who live away from their land.

If you are a landowner interested in natural 
resources conservation and want to learn more 
about available programs, resources and support, the 
Conservancy is here for you! Call 540.903.8947 to see 
how we can help you!

The Potomac Conservancy works to protect and 
restore Potomac landscapes by enhancing a network of 
rivers, forests, and natural areas. 

The Potomac Conservancy -- Connecting You with the Information You Need

Call 540-903-8947 to set up a  
time to talk with Joe.

Funding support provided by:   the Palmer Foundation, blue moon fund, and the US Forest Service

Joe Thompson, Landowner Advisor, has 30 years experience in natural 
resources conservation. He is available to provide free assistance to 
landowners.

northernneckjoe@gmail.com


You can indicate your interest in meeting with me - 
over coffee or otherwise - by filling out and returning the 
enclosed card. If you’re not sure or would prefer to know 
more, simply indicate ‘maybe’ on the card and I will give 
you a call to discuss your situation. Of course, if you 
live too far away or cannot meet with me during these 
predetermined times, I’m always available for additional 
one-on-one appointments either on the phone or in 
person.  

As a Maryland landowner, you have many options 
for the care and use of your land.  These options have 
become more complicated in recent years – and there 
is more confusion now than ever before about how 
conservation practices and programs work.

That’s where I come in, to help you simplify the many 
conservation options — speaking in familiar terms and 
explaining conservation work bit by bit. The options 
we will discuss are personalized to meet your situation 
and your expectations for your 
land.  This one-on-one help is 
at no cost to you other than 
your time.

In a few weeks, you’ll be 
receiving an invitation by mail 
to join me for a conversation 
at a location near where 
you live.  During our initial 
conversation, we’ll explore 
ideas for your land to see if you 
will be able to benefit from our 
consultations. After that, we 
can discuss all of the details 
– in person, through emails, 
or on the phone – whatever 
method is most convenient for 
you. We will talk about your 
land, how you use it, and your 
future goals. 

Coffee Shop Meetings Coming Soon

Wherever you live on this earth, 
you live in a watershed. A watershed 
–– also called a drainage basin –– 
is the area of land where all of the 
water that drains off of it goes into 
the same place, such as a river or lake. 
Watersheds come in all shapes and 
sizes and they cross county, state, and 
national boundaries.

The Potomac River watershed 
gathers water from parts of 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
West Virginia, and the District 
of Columbia. Our actions on this 
expanse of land play an important 
role in the health of, not only your 
local streams, but ultimately the 
Potomac River to which they flow. 

Get to Know Your Watershed - Potomac River Watershed

You are INvIted!
Join Joe for a cup of coffee and a conversation about your land.

Summer meetings will be held in
Frederick, Hagerstown and Westminster.

reserve your spot today by calling 
540-903-8947
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In 2002, the National Water Quality Inventory 
assessed many of Maryland’s streams and rivers.  Of 
those evaluated, 66% were found to be impaired.  
In other words, two-thirds were found to be below 
levels acceptable for good water quality. Nearly all of 
Maryland’s streams ultimately flow into the Potomac 
River. Many bring high loads of sediment and nutrients, 
reducing water quality and degrading wildlife habitat. 
Although sediments and nutrients are naturally 
occurring in any waterway, human alteration of the land 
– including development, agriculture and forest clearing 
– has drastically increased the quantity of pollutants 
entering streams through runoff and erosion. As a result, 
the Potomac Conservancy recently graded the health of 
the Potomac at a D-. 

The colored areas shown on the map are hotspots 
for nutrient and sediment pollution, primarily from 
agriculture, that ultimately drains to the Potomac 
River. These areas contain the greatest concentration 
of beef and dairy farms in the state. Runoff containing 

manure and fertilizer, eroding stream banks and cattle 
entering waterways collectively contribute high loads of 
nitrogen and sediment to local streams. The good news 
is that fencing cattle out of streams, planting streamside 
vegetation and using other Best Management Practices 
can greatly reduce the amount of polluted runoff 
entering local waterways. 

Is the Potomac River Healthy?

The Potomac Conservancy recently graded the health of the 
Potomac river at a D-.

Joe can help you one-on-one at no cost to you other than your time.

h t t p : / / t i n y u r l . c o m / P o t o m a c L a n d o w n e r       5 4 0 . 9 0 3 . 8 9 4 7

http://tinyurl.com/PotomacLandowner
http://tinyurl.com/PotomacLandowner

