
Conservation
Connections FALL 2013

Because healthy lands translate to healthy rivers, 
the Conservancy is beginning a new effort to reach out 
to non-operator landowners and connect them with 
information and financial resources available to help 
them maintain and improve the natural resources on 
their land.

Currently, more than 40 percent of the agricultural 
land in Virginia and West Virginia is owned by people 
who either don’t live on their land or don’t operate their 
farmland. The purpose of our program is to better assist 
landowners who live away from their land.

If you are a landowner interested in natural resources 
conservation and want to learn more about available 
programs, resources and support, the Conservancy is 
here for you! Call 301.608.1188, extension 207, to see 
how we can help you!

The Potomac Conservancy works to protect and 
restore Potomac landscapes by enhancing a network of 
rivers, forests, and natural areas. 

The Potomac Conservancy -- Connecting You with the Information You Need
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Joe Thompson, Landowner Advisor, has 30 years experience in 
natural resources management. He is available to provide free 
assistance to landowners in Loudoun County.

Meet Joe Thompson, Landowner Advisor, Loudoun County

Joe has over 30 years of experience in the field of 
natural resources conservation. His career began with 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, where he worked with landowners 
on both coasts of the country. In Oregon and California, 
and then later in Nevada, his work emphasized grazing 
management, wildlife habitat, fisheries enhancement, and 
water quality improvements, including stream restorations. 
More recently, in the Piedmont of Virginia, he worked 
with farmers to plan and implement a wide variety of 
conservation practices to protect their land and improve 
water resources. 

In his retirement, Joe continues to work in conservation 
by consulting with landowners to help them realize their 
dreams and goals for their land. Joe helps landowners 
develop a plan based on their priorities, identifies available 
technical and financial resources, and helps to overcome 
any barriers to make those plans a reality. 

Dear Landowner, 
I’d like to introduce a free service that is being offered for a limited time by the Potomac Conservancy. 
Many landowners reside off their land – often outside the county or even outside the state – making it hard for them 

stay informed about natural resources opportunities for their land. Because of this, the Conservancy is starting a new 
effort to better assist landowners who live away from their land.

Through this effort, we will inform non-operator landowners, like you, of a variety of opportunities to maintain and 
improve their land and natural resources. You also will have the opportunity to meet with a member of our Landowner 
Advisor team, at no cost to you.

Landowner Advisors work individually with landowners to help connect them to technical 
and financial resources they need to meet their goals for their land. Advisors can evaluate your 
land, make recommendations, and help brainstorm ideas for improving land value. Together, 
you can decide what actions make the most sense.

I encourage you to take advantage of this unique opportunity –  even if it’s just for reassurance 
that you are doing the right thing now. Again, all of our services are free. All you need to do is 
have an interest in protecting your land value. 

To get started, just return the enclosed card, or call your landowner advisor directly to 
schedule an appointment.  

Aimee Weldon, Senior Director of Land Conservation, Potomac Conservancy



intimately familiar with land management concerns and 
solutions on both agricultural and forested land. 

In addition to serving as a Landowner Advisor 
for the Potomac Conservancy, James is the president 
and founder of Sustainable Solutions, LLC, a natural 
resource management company based in Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia. Sustainable Solutions help landowners, 
agencies, investors, and non-profits manage their land for 
ecological and economic returns. Sustainable Solutions 
helps landowners develop management plans and then 
helps implement those plans by providing on the ground 
services that include native tree and shrub plantings, 
invasive plant control, and prescribed fire planning and 
implementation.

James is committed to providing individualized 
natural resource solutions for forest and farm owners, 
based on the landowner’s goals and objectives for their 
land. James is excited to be serving on the Landowner 
Advisor team to help landowners outline the specific 
practices that are needed to accomplish their goals for 
the land. 

Want to increase your wildlife habitat? Prevent 
loss of topsoil or erosion of a stream bank? Increase 
production value? Restore a forest stand? Whatever your 
goal is, James will work with you to develop a plan to 
make it happen on the ground.

In his free time, James is an avid outdoorsman who 
enjoys hiking, hunting, biking, climbing, and paddling. 

If you own land in Frederick, Shenandoah, Jefferson or 
Berkeley Counties, contact James today at 202.746.1649 
or by email: james@sustainablesolutionsllc.net!

Meet Joe Thompson, Landowner Advisor, Loudoun County (continued)

Is your land in 
Loudoun County?

Call 540.903.8947 to set 
up a time to talk with Joe.
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Enhance the Value of Your Land
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Joe welcomes working with both landowners 
who may be interested in accessing federal or state 
conservation assistance programs, as well as landowners 
who prefer not to take part in these programs. 

Like many people, you may find the multitude of 
cost-share and program options a bit overwhelming. 
Joe’s job is to help landowners work through details that 

James Remuzzi, Landowner Advisor, has 15 years experience in 
natural resources management. He is available to provide free 
assistance to landowners in Frederick, Shenandoah, Jefferson, and 
Berkeley Counties.

Is your land in Frederick,
Shenandoah, Jefferson, 

or Berkeley County?
Call 202.746.1649 to set up 

a time to talk with James.

James serves the northern Shenandoah Valley 
landowners of Frederick, Shenandoah, Jefferson, and 
Berkeley Counties. He is a practicing forester, with 
over 15 years of experience working in natural resource 
management. 

James grew up on a 76 acre farm in Clarks Gap, 
Virginia, that raised grass fed beef and timber, and is 

This summer a survey was conducted of non-operator 
landowners in the Potomac River region.  The survey was 
designed to help us gain a better understanding of the 
needs and interests of landowners to help us provide more 
accessible natural resources conservation information. 
We had a great response rate - over 43% - and uncovered 
some valuable information.

Surveyed landowners demonstrated a remarkably 
strong land ethic. Eighty percent strongly feel that they 
should take responsibility for ensuring that farming 
activities on their land do not harm the environment. 
Similarly, landowners indicated that concern for the 
environment had the strongest influence on their 
decisions regarding this land.

However, nearly half of landowners indicated that 
they needed more help to improve the environmental 
performance of their land.  Many did not know if the 
soil and water conservation measures in place on their 
land were adequate or where to turn for assistance with 
their land.

The good news is you don’t have to be a conservation 
expert to ensure your land gets the care it needs. We can 
help! Our landowner advisor team is available to help 
assess your property.  

An assessment is a look at your land from a set 
of experienced eyes; an objective review of possible 
opportunities to maintain or improve your property’s 

value. During an assessment, a landowner advisor will 
visit with you (and/or your renter) on your land to 
discuss your goals and your current land management 
practices. If you are unable to meet in person, our 
advisors can assess your land and then follow up with you 
via phone or email. During this discussion, the advisor 
will suggest options to improve your land in a way that 
helps you meet your goals. Following an assessment, the 
advisor will be available to help as little or as much as you 
like to help make your plans a reality. 

Whether your land is recreational, grazed, cropped, 
or forested, there are options you can consider. No matter 
if you are interested in wildlife habitat improvement, 
protecting a stream bank, or reducing erosion, we can 
help. We can also help identify and secure financial 
resources to make your plans a reality.

Get started today by returning the enclosed card or 
call James or Joe directly. 

will result in land and natural resource improvements—
whether it’s creating a conservation plan, explaining how 
a practice works, or walking you through the process of 
applying for cost-share assistance. 

If your land is in Loudoun County, call Joe today at 
540.903.8947 or email him at northernneckjoe@gmail.
com!

Meet James Remuzzi, Landowner Advisor, Shenandoah Valley

Four out of five landowners
feel they are responsible for

ensuring activities on their land
do not harm the environment -

but where should you start?


