
Charlie • Vienna, VA

I fish from Algonkian to 
Riverbend routinely . This eyesore 
has done nothing good for this 

stretch of water.

Roger • Bethesda, MD

That shoreline used to be part 
of what makes the Potomac an 
exceptionally beautiful river. Now 
it
,
s an ugly, barren wasteland.
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Your passion inspires us to continue the fight! We are taking action to fix 
this travesty. Community volunteers are helping us replant trees along 
Loudoun County’s streams in a special project with NOVA Parks.

Keep tabs on local river news at potomac.org/river-update

Home to calm waters, lively eagles, and riverside 
forests, Riley’s Lock is one of the C&O Canal’s 
most popular destinations and an idyllic spot for 
an outing on the Potomac River. 

Remarkably, Trump National Golf Club spoiled  
this beautiful setting in one swift move.

Directly across the river from Riley’s, the club’s 
bulldozers razed 1.5 miles of shoreline trees. All 
to create “unobstructed” views for a few golfers.

Left completely bare, the club’s eroding shorelines 
are dumping runoff and sediment into our Nation’s 
River, polluting your source of drinking water, and 
harming nearby fishing grounds.

Despite our calls to replant the trees, the club 
refuses to do the right thing. During a visit to the 
Loudoun County course last summer, Mr. Trump 
bragged about owning the longest stretch of the 
Potomac without trees and likened his bulldozers 
to artists.

A bare, eroding shoreline is anything but beautiful.

Potomac Conservancy denounced Trump 
National in The Washington Post and rallied 
community support to pressure the club into 
restoring river protections. 

Over 6,400 local residents signed our  
petition calling on the club to donate 500 
streamside trees to neighboring parks. The  
effort was covered by Politico, ABC 7, Grist, DCist, 
and Washingtonian.

Our petition inspired thousands to take action 
and raised public awareness about weaknesses 
in local clean water laws — because this fight is 
about more than one golf course.

if the club can get away with legally cutting 
down 465 trees along the Potomac, then other 
reckless developers can destroy river friendly 
forests too. 

That’s why you and other river champions are 
critical in the fight for clean water. 

You empower us to hold local lawmakers 
accountable for protecting our waterways. 
Through our Clean Water Advocacy program,  
we bring together citizens, businesses, and 
decision makers to advance policies that 
strengthen and restore local water 
quality protections.

Together, we can make sure a tragedy like this 
never happens again.

you fought to fix a disgrace on our nation\'s river

TAKING ON A 
RECKLESS DEVELOPER
TAKING ON A 
RECKLESS DEVELOPER

The photo of the bald eagle is courtesy of Richard Orr. 
The photo of the bulldozers is courtesy of Brad Metzger. 


