
Team Potomac is actively working with rural landowners to protect over  
300 acres of forested land in Virginia and is raising the final funds to open  
a new public conservation area in West Virginia.

Learn more about conserving streamside forests at www.potomac.org/lands.

you're saving rural waters, one farm at a time
On a cool November morning, a group of 40 local 
volunteers gathered on an upstream farm, ready to 
get their hands dirty. But not to plant seeds for the 
soybean crop. Instead, they came with a mission for 
clean water.

Located just 11 miles north of the City of Frederick, 
Margaret Trimmer’s farmland has been in her family  
for 100 years. Previously used to raise Aberdeen 
Angus cattle, the farm now harvests soybeans  
and corn. 

The land is a family treasure, but it’s not without  
its challenges. 

Left without trees to slow runoff, filter water,  
and control erosion, the farm’s vulnerable 
streambanks sent harmful levels of sediment  
and pollution downstream to the Monocacy River 
and onwards through Montgomery County to  
the Potomac River.

Determined to combat this pollution, Mr. and  
Mrs. Trimmer invited Stream-Link Education  
and Potomac Conservancy to lead an ambitious 
volunteer tree-planting project along the farm’s 
two streams. 

Now more than 1,050 new trees adorn the  
Trimmers’ farmland!

As the trees mature, they will provide increasingly 
strong, natural protections against polluted runoff 
and harmful erosion for decades to come.

Restoring the Trimmers’ streams and protecting our 
headwaters are important ways we keep pollution 
out of drinking water sources and deliver clean 
water to the Potomac River.

Too many of our region’s streams lack tree  
cover and other natural protections. In fact, 
Frederick County’s streams are some of the  
worst polluted in all of Maryland. 

But thanks to your support, we’re helping to  
change that.

Our Land Protection program’s on-the-ground 
work saves healthy streamside forests, one of 
the top prescriptions for restoring clean water to 
the Potomac. We work one-on-one with private 
landowners to protect their forested lands and help 
many other landowners plant trees, erect fencing  
to keep cattle out of streams, and employ other  
river friendly practices on working lands. 

The Trimmers’ tree plantings were funded by 
members like you, the George L. Shields Family 
Foundation, the Chesapeake Bay Trust, and the 
Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund.

MRS. MARGARET P. TRIMMER
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We want to keep our streams clean  
and thus, improve the quality of our  

rivers and the Chesapeake Bay.


