
Dear Fellow Landowners:

My name is Harry George. My family owns a 200 acre farm in Frederick County, near 
Jefferson, MD, with the land having been in the family for multiple generations. While no 
family members currently live on the property, we still maintain the property, rent out the
farmland to a local farmer, visit the farm often, and hunt on the land.

Our farm has remained productive and sustainable through the care of many generations of 
good land stewards. We want to continue this legacy so that we too can pass on a healthy 
farm to future generations. 

To date, we have established conservation practices on our farm that include tree planting 
along streams and grassed waterways in crop fields. We are actively pursuing additional 
stewardship practices to improve the health and value of our land to be sure we are doing 
everything we can to maintain the productivity of our soils, good wildlife habitat and clean 
water in our streams.

In the upcoming weeks, you will be receiving a newsletter and card from the Potomac 
Conservancy offering you an opportunity to meet on your land with their Landowner 
Advisor, Joe Thompson.

I had a meeting with Joe this summer and found it very helpful. He met me on our property 
and spent over an hour with me looking over our land. Joe helped me identify opportunities 
where conservation practices could benefit my land. He was easy to talk with and very 
knowledgeable about agriculture and natural resources. He answered our questions and 
also made us aware of technical assistance and funding programs that are available to us.
After our visit, he provided a written summary of his recommendations along with maps,
and, when a new program became available, he contacted me to let me know. As a result, I 
was able to secure $25,000 to implement additional erosion control and tree planting 
practices on my land. All this, and there was no charge or obligation!

As a fellow non-operator landowner, I would encourage you to take advantage of this great
opportunity to find out what you can do to improve and maintain your land. Joe can meet 
you on your land, or talk with you on the phone. He is a wealth of knowledge, and, if he 
doesn’t know the answer, he will find someone who does.

Watch your mail for the newsletter and card with Joe’s information and contact him--It will 
be well worth your time! 

In the meantime, if you have questions I would be happy to speak with you about my 
experiences.

Sincerely,

Harry George
Cell: (312) 543-8648


