
We want this 
experience to  
be around for the 
next generation 
and the generation 
after that. All the 
kids here are 
having fun. That’s 
what we want for 
the future.
JENNIFER 
Potomac Watershed  
Day Cleanup

It’s a crisp morning in the spring. The sun is low, 
reflecting off the river, creating a bright glow 
along the shores of Teddy Roosevelt Island. 

There’s a great blue heron wading in shallow 
waters, grazing eagerly for breakfast. 

And then there’s Nathaniel. Work gloves on and 
trash bag in hand, he helps his dad pluck plastic 
water bottles and lost dog toys from the nearby 
riverbank. It’s his first time out along the Potomac. 

“It’s pretty nice,” he says. “It kinda reminds me of 
the beach, it’s just that it’s smaller.”

Spending time along the river might be common 
for some of us, but for kids like Nathaniel, it’s 
anything but routine. 

By supporting our Community Conservation 
program, you inspire the next generation of 
clean water leaders and provide unique ways for 
volunteers and recreationists to protect their local 
lands and waters.

After all, the path to a healthy and restored Potomac 
begins with connecting our communities to this 
treasured resource and giving local residents like 
Nathaniel the tools they need to make a difference.

Last year alone, Potomac Conservancy  
hosted over 530 volunteers and paddlers. 
Local champions got their hands dirty and 
removed 7,750 pounds of shoreline trash, 
collected 300 pounds of acorns for streamside 
tree plantings, and maintained safe water access 
trails along the Potomac. 

Every volunteer and paddler walks away with a 
sense of pride for our hometown river — the river 
they’ve had a hand in protecting.

Thank you for building a  
powerful local movement  
for clean water! 
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The thing that’s  
surprised me is  
finding three fetching balls…
No one bothered to come out 
to get them, not even dogs.

We’re expanding our horizons by hosting volunteers at riverside sites in 
Northern Virginia and forming new partnerships with Latino Outdoors, 
Outdoor Afro, and other local groups.

Join us out on the river! potomac.org/events

you give volunteers an experience that will last a lifetime

EMPOWERING A 
LOCAL MOVEMENT
EMPOWERING A 
LOCAL MOVEMENT

–  NATHANIEL

If we’re drinking 
the Potomac, if  
80 percent of our 
water comes from 
here, we should be 
doing something 
about maintaining 
the cleanliness of 
the river. I think 
everyone that lives 
here should.
MERYL  
Earth Day Cleanup


