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For the first time in generations, we are within reach 
of enjoying a healthy, thriving Potomac River. A river 
clean enough for anglers to eat their catch and safe 
enough for children to wade in. A river that supports 
verdant forests and abundant wildlife. A river our 
hometown can take pride in.

the good news

the bad news
ABOUT US
Founded in 1993, Potomac Conservancy is the region’s 
leading clean water advocate, fighting to ensure the 
Potomac River boasts clean drinking water, healthy 
lands, and vibrant communities. The Conservancy 
combines the grassroots power of 23,000 members 
and online activists with local land conservation and 
policy initiatives.

Potomac Conservancy 
8403 Colesville Road 
Suite 805 
Silver Spring, MD 20910
www.potomac.org

donate
Support local initiatives that  
keep pollution out of our rivers.
potomac.org/donate

stay informed
Sign up to get  river updates 
and the latest local water news. 
potomac.org/river-update

volunteer
Get your hands dirty and  
join a local river cleanup.
potomac.org/events

YOUR WATER

decades of hard work are paying off

Our work isn’t done yet

Top river pollutants – nitrogen, phosphorus, and 
sediment – continue their long-term declines

American shad, bald eagles, and other native 
wildlife are returning to local waters

The protection of our farmlands  
and forests is increasing

The river’s popularity is reaching new highs 
with greater access and activities for the public

Polluted runoff continues to increase and is the 
fastest growing source of pollution in the river

Invasive blue and flathead catfish are quickly 
consuming local waters, threatening native fish

Underwater grasses and water  
quality have been slow to recover

Tree plantings along streams and creeks have 
declined, slowing the Potomac’s recovery

It’s taken decades of hard work to strengthen water 
protections and undo the damage wrought by reckless 
polluting. And the work is far from over.
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TAKE ACTION!TAKE ACTION!
help the potomac get to an a



NITROGEN

PHOSPHORUS

SEDIMENT

FORESTED 
BUFFERS

STREAM WATER 
QUALITY

AMERICAN 
SHAD

RURAL 
LAND USE

STRIPED 
BASS

PROTECTED 
LANDS

WHITE 
PERCH

SMALLMOUTH 
BASS PUBLIC ACCESS 

POINTS
TIDAL WATER 

QUALITY

UNDERWATER 
GRASSES

SPORT FISHING 
LICENSES

OUTDOOR 
RECREATION

the potomac's making a

overall grade

COMEBACK!COMEBACK!

REVIEW THE FULL REPORT AT

potomacreportcard.org

MORE WORK TO DO
but there's still

MORE WORK TO DO
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